
What makes most of these 
events autism-friendly is that 
they are free, handicapped 
accessible, often metro 
accessible, you can bail/exit 
easily if your child gets 
sensory overload, and they 
have an element of fascination 
for a child with autism (e.g. 
airplanes, trains, etc.).  The 
exact dates change year to 
year, so please call. 
 
Pageant of Peace    
The National Christmas Tree is 
the main attraction at the 
Pageant of Peace, a month-
long festival of holiday 
performances.  
Details Dec. 1-Jan. 1 
The Ellipse 
1600 Constitution Ave. NW  
Washington,  DC 
• Information: 202-208-1631  
 
The National Christmas Tree is 
a 40-foot Colorado blue 
spruce that lives on the Ellipse 
year round. It was transplanted 
from York, Pa., to its present 
site in 1978. A model train 
display runs under the tree, 
maintained by volunteers from 
a local model train club. The 
path at the Pageant also 
passes before 56 smaller trees, 
representing all the U.S. states 
and territories. The trees will 
be illuminated every night 
from dusk to 11 p.m. through 
New Year's Day.  
 

Wolf Trap Sing a Long 
Free (suggested to bring an 
unwrapped toy) 
Performance is outdoors, 4 
pm-5:30 pm.  Gates open at 3 
pm. Dress warmly and bring 
jingle bells!  There is a 
handicapped seating area (ask 
the usher to direct you). 
 
Botanic Garden 
Admission to all public areas 
of the U.S. Botanic Garden 
(USBG) is free. The 
Conservatory is open 10 AM - 
5 PM daily. The Conservatory 
main entrance is located at 
100 Maryland Avenue, SW (use 
this address for internet 
mapping searches). Visitors 
are welcome in Bartholdi Park 
from dawn until dusk and can 
access it from any of the three 
bordering streets - 
Independence Avenue, 
Washington Avenue or First 
Street. 
 
Metrorail Blue or Orange line 
to Federal Center SW or Capital 
South stations, or Metro Bus 
#30, 32, 34, 35, or 36 to 
Independence Avenue and First 
Street, SW.  
 
 
The USBG Conservatory is a 
special place in the evenings. 
For the holiday season, we will 
be open until 8:00 p.m. on 
three Thursdays in December. 
Spend a few hours with your 



family exploring our holiday 
exhibit featuring new plant 
varieties and a garden train 
exhibit. During each evening, 
musicians will be in the garden 
to provide entertainment. 
 
 
Accessibility 
The U.S. Botanic Garden is ADA 
compliant and offers full 
accessibility for those with 
special needs. Handicapped 
parking is available on 
Maryland Avenue at Garfield 
Circle. The Conservatory offers 
pay phones with TTY 
capability. We also offer 
wheelchairs. Sign language 
interpreters are available by 
advance reservation; telephone 
(202)226-4082. 
 
Holiday Trains and Planes! 
Saturday, December 17 
through Friday, December 23 
Come see the College Park 
Aviation Museum all decked 
out in the Yuletide spirit 
complete with an encore 
exhibit by the National Capital 
Trackers. Miniature trains, 
villages, tunnels and depots 
spark the imagination while 
bringing history to life. This is 
a multi-generational holiday 
tradition not to be missed.  
 
From College Park Metro: Walk 
to intersection of Paint Branch 
Parkway and River Road. Cross 
over Paint Branch Parkway and 

walk up to Corporal Frank 
Scott Drive. Walk up to the 
airport and turn down service 
road and proceed to museum. 
Santa Fly-In 
Saturday, December 3, noon-4 
pm 
Get your picture taken with 
Santa Claus after he arrives at 
the museum via helicopter. 
Enjoy holiday arts and crafts in 
the museum gallery as you 
wait. 
 
The First Noel: The Annual 
Creche Exhibit   
An exhibit of nativity scenes 
from around the world, made 
from materials as diverse as 
corn husks and ceramic.  
  
Details Nov. 21-Jan. 8 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-
Saturday 
1-4 p.m. Sunday 
Washington National Cathedral 
Wisconsin and Massachusetts 
Avenues NW  
Washington,  DC 
 
• Information: 202-537-6200  
• Price: Free   
  
Attend the exhibit from 11 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. on one of the 
family days (Dec. 21, 22, 27, 
28) and children ages 4-8 can 
partcipate in an arts and crafts 
activity. 
 
Holiday Parade of Lights 



More than 50 sailboats and 
power boats -- dramatically lit 
for the holidays -- troll the 
Alexandria waterfront for this 
annual event.  
 
Details 3-6:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 3 
Alexandria Marina 
King and Union Streets  
Alexandria,  VA 
 
• Information: 703-838-5005  
• Price: Free  
 
Family events with children's 
book author Leslie Young and 
Santa Claus take place on the 
docks before the boat parade, 
which begins at 5:30.  
  
Water-Skiing Santa and 
Knee-Boarding Reindeer   
In addition to St. Nick, there'll 
be his reindeer on knee 
boards, flying elves and a 
Grinch on jet skis showing off 
up and down the Potomac.  
 
Details 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
24 
Columbia Island Marina 
Off George Washington 
Memorial Parkway  
Arlington,  VA 
 
• Information: 703-280-1788  
• Price: Free  
 
Festival of Lights    
The annual festival embraces 
Christmas with lighted 

grounds and a live nativity 
scene outside and nightly 
music performances, an 
international creche display 
and 17 decorated Christmas 
trees.  
 
Details Dec. 2-Jan. 1 
5:30-10 p.m. daily 
Washington Temple Visitors 
Center 
 
9900 Stonybrook Dr.  
Kensington,  MD 
 
• Information: 301-587-0144  
• Price: Free   
During the annual Festival of 
Lights, the trees surrounding 
the Washington Mormon 
temple and its visitor center 
are lit from 5:30-10 p.m. with 
500,000 lights, and a live, 
outdoor nativity scene takes 
place each night, 7 to 9 p.m. 
on the weekdays and 6 to 9 
p.m. on the weekends. The 
Visitor Center is filled with 17 
decorated Christmas trees and 
a collection of creches 
gathered from 70 countries. Its 
large theater is the setting for 
nightly musical performances 
by regional groups at 7 and 8 
p.m. throughout the holidays, 
including performances on 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 
New Year's Eve and New Years 
Day.  
 
Norwegian Christmas at 
Union Station   



Celebrate the season in your 
best Nordic style at the annual 
event.  
Details Nov. 22-Jan. 8 
10 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-
Saturday 
Noon-6 p.m. Sundays 
6 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 29 (Tree 
Lighting) 
Union Station 
50 Massachusetts Ave. NE  
Washington,  DC 
 
• Information: 202-289-1908  
• Price: Free  
 
The festival kicks off on 
Tuesday, Nov. 22, with starting 
of the Norwegian Holiday 
model train, set up in the East 
Hall of Union Station. It is one 
of the world's largest model 
trains and will wind through a 
Norwegian landscape complete 
with farms, a fishing village, a 
ski jump, imaginary trolls and 
fjords. Toys for Tots will begin 
its annual holiday gift drive on 
Nov. 22 as well, with 
representatives from the U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve picking 
up toys to be distributed to 
children in the metropolitan 
area. 
 
Other events include the 
lighting of the 32-foot-tall 
Christmas tree at Union Station 
by the Royal Norwegian 
Embassy on Nov. 29. Lage 
Lund, winner of the 2005 
Thelonious Monk International 

Jazz Competition, performs at 
this event, as does the 
Washington National Cathedral 
Choral Society.   
 
Kennedy Center 
The Foggy Bottom/George 
Washington Univ. Station (23rd 
and I) is the closest stop. From 
there it is a short walk via New 
Hampshire Avenue OR use the 
FREE Kennedy Center Shuttle 
(signs are towards the left as 
you exit the escalator). It 
departs every 15 minutes from 
9:45 a.m.-midnight Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m.-midnight 
Saturdays, and noon-midnight 
Sundays and 4:00 p.m.-
midnight on federal holidays.  
 
Millennium Stage (FREE!) 
Every evening at 6 p.m., the 
Kennedy Center Millennium 
Stage will be hosting holiday-
themed performances 
including: 
–Military Ensembles: Dec. 1, 6, 
20, 21, & 23 
–Merry TubaChristmas: Dec. 5 
–Gospel Celebration: Dec. 7, 9, 
& 10 
–Hanukkah Celebration: Dec. 
12, 13, & 18 
–Holiday Vaudeville: Dec. 16 & 
17 
–All-Star Christmas Day Jazz 
Jam: Dec. 25 
–A Baroque Christmas: Dec. 26  
 
 
 


